


7

topics, thus building a layered body 
of work that integrated research and 
design. 

“Linear design processes sometimes 
frame inquiry as a set of discrete 
tasks,” Brody explained. “We 
developed the critical mapping 
process because we didn’t want 
students to think of analysis and 
design as separate things. Analytical 
investigation involves critical design 
thinking, and design demands 
analytical inquiry. For us, design is 
less about sequences of analysis/
design as much as it is oscillating 
between immersion and detached 
reflection. The students really 
embraced this challenge, and it 
shows in the way they were able to 
bring a designer’s way of thinking to 
planning and analytical parts of the 
project.”

The ten student projects included 
a variety of proposals that ranged 
in scope from regional plans to 
site or block-scale interventions. 
The projects were loosely grouped 

into three categories:  Connecting 
Networks, Intensifying Cores and 
Regulating Frameworks. The projects 
in Connecting Networks focused on 
stitching isolated parts of Manhattan 
into the urban fabric or proposing 
new forms of transit. Re-envisioning 
program, density, infrastructure 
and design of city or neighborhood 
centers were common threads 
defining the projects in Intensifying 
Cores. These projects proposed 
redeveloping underutilized sites and 
reimagining existing urban nodes. The 
projects in Regulating Frameworks 
included new policy planning defined 
by watershed, rethinking the way 
people value streets and establishing 
high-density communities coupled 
with conservation districts. Each 
project addressed specific dilemmas 
that the student teams identified as 
important. 

The studio work was exhibited in 
Seaton Hall at the conclusion of the 
course. During the exhibit opening, 
the students helped to stimulate 
discussion and outside-the-box 

thinking among members of the 
public and the university community, 
a goal set by the studio professors 
early in the course. “We realized 
immediately that in order to make 
a difference, the work needed to 
capture the imagination of Manhattan 
residents and decision-makers,” 
states Belanger. “Manhattan can 
go in many different directions from 
this point, so we encouraged the 
students to imagine a vast range 
of possibilities. We really pushed 
them, and they did a phenomenal job 
developing visionary strategies. This 
studio work has potential to influence 
the future of Manhattan.”  

Members of the community attended 
the exhibit opening and spoke with 
students about their research and 
design proposals. “Their projects 
really helped clarify dilemmas the 
city will face or has been facing,” 
remarked Manhattan resident Scott 
Tanona. “They’ve developed some 
very nice examples of how planning 
ahead for the changes we’ll be 
seeing, instead of reacting to them, 

might create an opportunity to 
reshape the space around us to serve 
a range of uses, and make a real 
positive impact on life in Manhattan.”

The “MKSfutures” studio helped 
lay the foundation for a second 
community planning effort, Design 
Week, which took place in the 
department during the second week 
of the fall 2009 semester. Design 
Workshop, an internationally-based 
landscape architecture and urban 
design firm, will engage Kansas State 
University landscape architecture and 
planning students in a five-day design 
charrette to develop design proposals 
for “MORE MANHATTAN!” 

Professsors Belanger and Brody are 
co-authoring a paper entitled “Critical 
Mapping:  Agency and Strategy in 
Landscape Architecture Studio” that 
documents the studio pedagogy 
and the students’ work. They will 
present the paper at The International 
Conference of Design Principles and 
Practices in Chicago in February, 
2010.

www.capd.ksu.edu
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Student Participants in “MKSfutures”

Lee Adams, St. Joseph, MO
Caitlin Admire, Evergreen, CO
Kirby Barrett, Winona, KS
Benjamin Carlson, Colorado Springs, CO
Felipe DeNarvaez, St. Louis, MO
Ryan Dietrich, Alliance, NE
Chadd Fuemmeler, Columbia, MO
Allison Gerth, Manhattan, KS
Jeffery Graham, St. Joseph, MO
Heather Grogan, St. Louis, MO
Rebecca Ingram, Omaha, NE
Emily King, Brentwood, MO
John Mahoney, St. Joseph, MO
Timothy McDonnell, Olathe, KS
Charles McDowell, Platte Woods, MO
Anthony Meyer, St. Charles, MO
Cory Murner, Custer, SD
Russell Ploutz, Hutchinson, KS
Scott Runde, Wildwood, MO
Jonathan Ryan, Winfield, MO
Krystal Schuette, Washington, KS
Christopher Simon, Garden Plain, KS
Daniel Smith, Twin Falls, ID
Scot Talbert, Provo, UT
Jaime Vickrey, Sweet Springs, MO
Kyle Ward, Hutchinson, KS
Laura Weatherholt, Tulsa, OK
Jordan Wilkinson, St. Charles, MO
Jane Winslow, Manhattan, KS
Shannon Yost, Olathe, KS

Faculty Participants in “MKSfutures”

Assistant Professor Blake Belanger
Assistant Professor Jason Brody

www.capd.ksu.edu
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Professor Stephanie A. Rolley, 
FASLA, AICP, has been selected to 
head the Department of Landscape 
Architecture/Regional and Community 
Planning.

Rolley, whose appointment was 
effective June 14, 2009, succeeds 
Dan Donelin. He retired at the end of 
June and had served as department 
head since 1995.

A K-State faculty member since 
1988, a three-time recipient of the 
Landscape Architecture Teacher of 
the Year award, and the department’s 
Jarvis Chair for 2005–2007 and 
2008–2009, Rolley served as 
associate head and MLA program 
director for the Department of 
Landscape Architecture/Regional 
and Community Planning from 1993-
1998. She is a Fellow of the American 
Society of Landscape Architects and 
is currently chair of the ASLA Council 
on Education.

Other honors include the KSU 
Student Activities and Services 
Advisor of the Year; Collaborative 
Practice Award from the Association 
of Collegiate Schools of Architecture; 
an Urban Parks National Award 
from the Landscape Architecture 
Foundation for the MetroGreen 
project; a National Award of 
Distinction from the Council of 
Educators in Landscape Architecture; 
and selection as an Alumni Honoree 

by the College of Architecture, 
Planning and Design at K-State. 

Her body of work has centered on 
interdisciplinary teaching through 
community-based collaborations 
that advance public recognition of 
the profession. Rolley leads students 
working with local residents and 
decision makers to create community 
and regional visions for the future 
and tangible results. Most recently 
she has developed visualization 
tools that assist conceptualization 
of scholarship and mapping design 
thinking.

Rolley’s professional experience 
includes urban designer at Carr Lynch 
Associates from 1986-1988; Program 
on Negotiation at Harvard Law 
School, research staff member and 
coauthor of Professional Publications 
during 1985-1986; project manager at 
Carter and Burgess from 1983-1985; 
and landscape architect at Rehler, 
Vaughn, Beaty and Koone from 1982-
1983. 

She received a Bachelor of 
Landscape Architecture in 1982 from 
K-State and a Master in City Planning 
from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in 1987.

Congratulations to el dorado, and 
to firm principal Doug Stockman  
(B Arch 1993), whose work has 
been published to date during 2009 
in the following:

Architect, June

Dwell, April & May

Greenability, March/April 2009

Kansas City Business Journal, 
February 6

Kansas City Homes and Gardens, 
February

Kansas City Star, January 11, 
February 17

KC Star: Star Magazine, February 22

KC Small Business, January, February 

Metro Magazine, February 2009

Modern Builder, January

Review, March

SPACE Korea, January

Urban Times, March

*see inside back cover

ROLLEY TO HEAD LARCP
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Jack Clyde Durgan, 85, passed away 
April 14, 2009, in Manhattan.

He received a bachelor’s degree in 
architecture from Oklahoma State 
University in 1951. Jack was hired 
in 1954 to teach the history of 
architecture, architectural design 
and interior design in the K-State 
College of Engineering. He earned his 
master’s degree in architecture from 
K-State in 1957. When the K-State 
College of Architecture and Design 
was proposed, Jack founded and 
developed over a 20-year period the 
program that became the Department 
of Interior Architecture. He served as 
the department head for 25 years.

Under his guidance and leadership, 
the Department of Interior Architecture 
grew from two students and one 
faculty member to one of the best 
design programs in the country by the 
time he retired in 1988. His students 
knew him as “Uncle Jack,” and he 
received many awards and honors 
including a Fulbright scholarship 
and Outstanding Young Architectural 
Instructor for a 5-state area in 1956. 

He is survived by his wife, Alvareen, 
a daughter, four granddaughters, a 
brother and a sister.

Memorial contributions should specify 
“Contribution for Jack Durgan, 
account P22750,” be payable to 
“Kansas State University Foundation,” 
and mailed to Kansas State 
Foundation, 2323 Anderson Avenue, 
Manhattan KS 66502. 

Ingolf Eugene Thorson, 95, died May 
8, 2009. He was nicknamed “Stubby” 
as a child, a name that remained with 
him all his life. 

Stubby attended North Dakota 
State University and graduated 
with a bachelor of science in civil 
engineering from the University of 
Washington, Seattle.

He traveled and worked for the 
Coast and Geodetic Survey, the 
Naval Shipyard in Bremerton, WA, 
during World War II, and the Kellex 
Corporation in New York City before 
moving to Manhattan in 1948 to begin 
his teaching career at Kansas State. 
He retired as professor emeritus of 
engineering in 1981. Stubby began 
teaching engineering courses in 
the College of Architecture. He was 
especially proud of creating and 
developing K-State’s Construction 
Science Degree Program and seeing it 
to full accreditation. Former students 
often sought out his professional 
wisdom. He always said that he had a 
great job working with young people 
his whole life. 

He received many professional honors 
throughout his career. While teaching, 
Stubby also did the structural work 
on many homes and buildings in the 
Manhattan area.

Survivors include his wife, Barbara, 
four children, 10 grandchildren and 
16 great-grandchildren, as well as a 
sister-in-law, nieces, nephews and 
many wonderful friends.

IN MEMORY

www.capd.ksu.edu10
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Kansas State University is committed to nondiscrimination on the basis of race, sex, national origin, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, or other nonmerit reasons, in admissions, educational programs or 
activities and employment (including employment of disabled veterans and veterans of the Vietnam Era), as required by applicable laws and regulations. Responsibility for coordination of compliance efforts and 
receipt of inquiries concerning Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1984, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, has been delegated to Clyde Howard, Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 214 Anderson Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506-0124, 785.532.6220. 

Share your thoughts about this newsletter and CAPD. 
Contact Tim de Noble (tdenoble@k-state.edu), Bruce Broce (bruceb@k-state.edu) and/or Diane Potts (potts@k-state.edu).

*Our alumni are invited to share with us news about their firm’s awards, publications, exhibits and projects. Please email information to Diane Potts at potts@k-state.edu

Diane Potts, Assistant to the Dean, Editor BS 1976 potts@k-state.edu, 785.532.1090

Design:  Brian Jones

This newsletter was printed on recycled paper with vegetable ink. When you are finished reading it, please recycle it!

The cities and places listed represent locations in which or about which a student project was done during the 2008-9 academic year or will be done during the 2009-10 academic year.

Cover Art - Blake Belanger and Jason Brody
page 3 courtesy KSU Photographic Services
pages 6, 7, 8 courtesy “MKSfutures” studio participants
page 9 courtesy KSU Photographic Services
page 9 courtesy Architect magazine
page 10 courtesy Diane Potts
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